386 Sri Raghavendra




It was the year 1972.

One V.Soundararajan was working as an Assistant
in the Indian Bank at Hosur. He was of pious disposition,
though not a follower of Sri Raghavendraswami.

His younger son Narayanan was four years old at
that time.

Child Narayanan was phlegmy from the time of his
birth and would always be suffering from blocked nose
and throat, accompanied by severe bouts of coughing.

The parents took him to several doctors and
specialists for treatment of the malady, but the child
continued-to suffer the ailment, till he was well past two
years of age. Still worse, the child was also deaf, totally
devoid of hearing ability.

Children born deaf turn out to be dumb also, as they
cannot hear the words spoken by others, to be able to
grasp them and practise uttering them. Narayanan was
no exception to this and was only competent to produce
some odd sounds through his vocal cords. He was
unable to comprehend even the word "Amma", to
correlate it with his mother and utter it. The parents, as
such, were always in grief about the abnormality of the
child.

While so, they moved as tenants into the house of an
old Madhwa lady there. The land lady, seeing the plight
of the parents, gave them a picture depicting Sri